REMARKS/ ARGUMENTS 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and allowance of this application 
in view of the amendments above and the following comments. Claims 1-9 were pending in the 
application. By this Amendment, claims 4 and 8 have been amended and claims 1 and 9 have been 
canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. No new matter has been added. Accordingly, claims 2-8 
are pending* 

In the March 19, 2005 Restriction Requirement, the Examiner stated that restriction is 
required to one of the following groups: 



Group Directed to ... 

I Claims 1 -in-part, 5-in part, and 9-in part drawn to agents 

containing substances which prevent binding of beta-catenin at 
LEF-1/TCF transcription factors, wherein said agents are Class 1 A, 

II Claims 1 -in-part, 6, and 9-in-part drawn to agents containing 

substances which prevent binding of beta-catenin at LEF- 1/TCF 
transcription factors, wherein said agents are Class IB 

III Claims 1 -in-part, 7, 9-in-part drawn to agents containing 

substances which prevent binding of beta-catenin at LEF- 1/TCF 
transcription factors, wherein said agents are Class 1C 

IV Claims 1 -in-part and 9-in-part drawn to agents containing 

substances which prevent the binding of beta-catenin to APC 



V Claims 1 -in-part and 9-in-part drawn to agents containing 

substances which prevent the binding of beta-catenin to 
conductin/axin. 

VI Claims 2-in-part and 3- in-part drawn to a method of detecting 

substances that prevent binding of beta-catenin with LEF- 1/TCF. 
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VII Claims 2-in-part, 3-in-part, and 4-in-part drawn to a method of 

detecting substances that prevent binding of beta-catenin with 
APC. 

Yin Claims 2-in-part, 3-in-part, and 4-in-part drawn to a method of 

detecting substances that prevent binding of beta-catenin with 
conductin/axin, comprising identifying essential binding sites on 
beta-catenin involved in inhibition of conductin/axin binding, 
synthesizing molecules that fit into these sites and testing said 
substances. 

■ 

IX Claims 2-in-part drawn to a method of detecting substances that 

prevent binding of beta-catenin with conductin/axin, comprising 
identifying essential binding sites on conductin/axin involved in 
inhibition of binding, of beta-catenin, synthesizing molecules that 
fit into these sites and testing said substances. 

X Claims 3-in-part drawn to a method of detecting and selecting 

substances that stabilize/promote the interactions of beta-catenin 
and LEF/TCF. 



XI Claims 3-in-part drawn to a method of detecting and selecting 

substances that stabilize/promote the interactions of beta-catenin 
and APC. 

XII Claims 3-in-part drawn to a method of detecting and selecting 

substances that stabilize/promote the interactions of beta-catenin 
and conductin/axin. 

XIII Claim 8 drawn to substances binding in the hydrophobic pocket 

without inhibiting the formation of complexes. 

In response, applicants elect with traverse Group IX. 



Also, the Examiner stated that claims 4 and 8 are vague and indefinite because it is not 
clear whether the claims are intended to be Markush claims wherein the claimed 
compounds are selected from a group including all the compounds listed in the annexed 
"drug list" and/or "positive list " or whether all of the compounds are claimed together or 
whether one or more of the compounds in combination are claimed. 
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In response, applicants have amended claims 4 and 8 to make it clearer that they 
intended to be Markush groups. 
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CONDITIONAL PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 



If any extension of time for this response is required, Applicants request that this 
be considered a petition therefore. Please charge the required fee to Deposit Account No. 
14-1263. 



ADDITIONAL FEES 
Please charge any further insufficiency of fees, or credit any excess to Deposit 
Account No. 14-1263 



Respectfully submitted, 

norpjs Mclaughlin & marcus, p.a. 



By 




Paul Lim 
Attorney for Applicants) 
Reg. No. 55,383 
875 Third Avenue - 18 th Floor 
New York, New York 10022 
Phone: (212)808-0700 
Fax: (212) 808-0844 
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